HOME EDUCATION STATUES
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1002.01 Definitions

(1) A "home education program" means the sequentially
progressive instruction of a student directed by his or her parent in
order to satisfy the attendance requirements of ss. 1002.41,
1003.01(4), and 1003.21(1).

(2) A "private school" is a non public school defined as an
individual, association, copartnership, or corporation, or department,
division, or section of such organizations, that designates itself as an
educational center that includes kindergarten or a higher grade or as
an elementary, secondary, business, technical, or trade school below
college level or any organization that provides instructional services
that meet the intent of s. 1003.01(14) or that gives preemployment or
supplementary training in technology or in fields of trade or industry
or that offers academic, literary, or career and technical training below
college level, or any combination of the above, including an
institution that performs the functions of the above schools through
correspondence or extension, except those licensed under the
provisions of chapter 1005. A private school may be a parochial,
religious, denominational, for-profit, or nonprofit school. This
definition does not include home education programs conducted in
accordance with s. 1002.41.

1002.41 Home Education Program

(1) A "home education program" is defined in s.1 002.01. The
parent is not required to hold a valid regular Florida teaching
certificate.

(a) The parent shall notify the district school superintendent of the
county in which the parent resides of her or his intent to establish and
maintain a home education program. The notice shall be in writing,
signed by the parent, and shall include the names, addresses, and birth
dates of all children who shall be enrolled as students in the home
education program. The notice shall be filed in the district school
superintendent's office within 30 days of the establishment of the
home education program. A written notice of termination of the home
education program shall be filed in the district school superintendent's
office within 30 days after said termination.

(b) The parent shall maintain a portfolio of records and materials.
The portfolio shall consist of the following:

1. A log of educational activities that is made contemporaneously
with the instruction and that designates by title any reading materials
used.

2. Samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks, or creative
materials used or developed by the student. The portfolio shall be
preserved by the parent for 2 years and shall be made available for
inspection by the district school superintendent, or the district school
superintendent's agent, upon 15 days' written notice. Nothing in this
section shall require the district school superintendent to inspect the
portfolio.

(c) The parent shall provide for an annual educational evaluation
in which is documented the student's demonstration of educational
progress at a level commensurate with her or his ability. The parent
shall select the method of evaluation and shall file a copy of the
evaluation annually with the district school superintendent's office in

the county in which the student resides. The annual educational
evaluation shall consist of one of the following:

1. A teacher selected by the parent shall evaluate the student's
educational progress upon review of the portfolio and discussion with
the student. Such teacher shall hold a valid regular Florida certificate
to teach academic subjects at the elementary or secondary level;

2. The student shall take any nationally normed student
achievement test administered by a certified teacher;

3. The student shall take a state student assessment test used by the
school district and administered by a certified teacher, at a location
and under testing conditions approved by the school district;

4. The student shall be evaluated by an individual holding a valid,
active license pursuant to the provisions of s. 490.003(7) or (8); or

5. The student shall be evaluated with any other valid
measurement tool as mutually agreed upon by the district school
superintendent of the district in which the student resides and the
student's parent.

(2) The district school superintendent shall review and accept the
results of the annual educational evaluation of the student in a home
education program. If the student does not demonstrate educational
progress at a level commensurate with her or his ability, the district
school superintendent shall notify the parent, in writing, that such
progress has not been achieved. The parent shall have 1 year from the
date of receipt of the written notification to provide remedial
instruction to the student. At the end of the 1-year probationary
period, the student shall be reevaluated as specified in paragraph (1
)(c). Continuation in a home education program shall be contingent
upon the student demonstrating educational progress commensurate
with her or his ability at the end of the probationary period.

(3) A home education program shall be excluded from meeting the
requirements of a school day.

(4) Home education students may participate in interscholastic
extracurricular student activities in accordance with the provisions of
s. 1000.15.

(5) Home education students may participate in the Bright Futures
Scholarship Program in accordance with the provisions of ss.
1009.53-1009.539.

(6) Home education students may participate in dual enrollment
programs in accordance with the provisions of's. 1007.27(4) and
1007.271(10).

(7) Home education students are eligible for admission to
community colleges in accordance with the provisions of s. 1007.263.
(8) Home education students are eligible for admission to state

universities in accordance with the provisions of s. 1007.261.

(9) Home education program students may receive testing and
evaluation services at diagnostic and resource centers, in accordance
with the provisions of s. 1006.03(3).
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Websites

Recognized accrediting agencies:
www.elearners.com/resources/agencies.asp

Sample letter of intent:
www.fpea.com/forms/Letter_of_intent.pdf

Sample recordkeeping forms
www.thehomeschoolmom.com/gettingorganized/planner.php
www.donnayoung.org

Sample teacher evaluation form:
www.fpea.com/forms/Evaluation.pdf

Sample termination letter:
www.fpea.com/forms/Termination.pdf

A list of area support groups:
www.fpea.com/Association/district11.htm

Courses of study:

World Book Encyclopedia - www.worldbook.com/wb/Students?curriculum
Sunshine State Standards - www.fldoe.org/bii/curriculum/sss/

Information on the different approaches to homeschooling:
www.homeschooldiner.com/guide/intro/main.html

GETTING STARTED

Learn about homeschooling, educational approaches,
and how children learn

Stock your homeschool

Use informal methods while you get your bearings
Library books
Journaling, other writing
Software programs
Websites
Projects of their choice

Develop a daily routine

(Includes a “quiz” at www.homeschooldiner.com/quiz/click_o_matic_guide_to_homeschool.html)

Traditional curriculum for homeschoolers (all Christian-based):

Abeka - www.abeka.com
Bob Jones - www.bjupress.com

A.C.E. - www.aceministries.com/homeschool/Default.aspx

Alpha Omega - www.aophomeschooling.com

Vendors for other homeschool materials:

Homeschooling from the Heart - www.homeschoolingfromtheheart.com

Faithful Bookshop - www.faithful-bookshop.com

Lifetime Books and Gifts - www.lifetimebooksandgifts.com

Curriculum reviews - www.cathyduffyreviews.com

Also check out her book: "100 Top Reviews for Homeschool Curriculum”
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